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For women who are working full-time in Japan, balancing work life and family life is not
easy. This is also true for women medical doctors, and improvement of working conditions
is a pressing issue. Recently, the number of women surgeons is increasing in Japan.
Therefore, there is an increasing need to support continuous employment and career
development for women surgeons. The Japan Association of Women Surgeons (JAWS) was
established in 2009 as an affiliated group of the Japan Surgical Society, to support women
surgeons’ activities in clinical care, research and education. To clearly identify problems,
conducting research that provides evidence in numerical figures is indispensable. For the
purpose of improving working environment, subcommittee of the Japan Surgical Society

and JAWS are working together hand in hand.
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